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It's time for Albertans to get tough with Ottawa

| don’t know Bob Foulkes and But why do it, asks Foulkes. upon billions out of Ontario and
he doesn’'t know me. But for some Because (a) Albertans would get  Alberta.
reason he seems to think he does. the same benefits as they do from So what should Albertans do?

Foulkes wrote a piece in the the CPP at significantly less cost,

Calgary Herald last week diagnos- and (b) Alberta’sf departu_re would qu Foulkes says we shoglq
ing me as basically paranoid force CPP premiums up in the re- “_conjunue our Qutspoken pa_1rI|C|pa-
' maining provinces, creating a tion in the affairs of the nation
He didn't name me specifically. national furor. [which] has enriched the federa-
He said it about the majority of . . tion.”

Admittedly, an Alberta pension
plan would be only slightly less of This is pure malarkey. Alberta
a rip-off to young Albertans than  has less influence now in Ottawa
the Canada Pension Plan, which is than it did before the Reform Party
a misconceived boondoggle. Al-  showed up in Parliament chanting
berta has been pointing this out for the West Wants In. The federal
Political debate in this country  years. But creating an Alberta Pen- government is more corrupt, more
would go a whole lot better if eve- sion Plan is the only lever Alberta centralized, more bereft of ideas,
ryone would stick to the issues and has to force national pension re-  and more hostile.
stop getting personal. I'm sure form. We have to be willing to use
Bob’s a well-motivated guy. He it.
just happens to be wrong.

Albertans (60% plus) who advo-
cate greater use of provincial
rights. All two million of us. He
imagines we are motivated by
“frustration, resentment, and fear.”

The only “enrichment” the feds
need or want from Alberta is the
In more adaptive nations, like  net $12 billion they take out each

Foulkes rejects the idea of Al-  Chile, citizens are now required to year in taxes and don’t send back
berta running its own provincial bank 10% of their personal income in spending. They value our
replacements to the Canada Pen- in private retirement funds. They = money, not our point of view.
sion Plan, the RCMP and federal choose between competing, regu-
collection of provincial taxes-- lated private plans, and the money
three things Albertans have the remains in their estate, not the
constitutional right to do for them- government’s. Although anyone
selves the way Quebec does. He  can still claim pension benefits

People like Bob have to decide
whether they want eastern Canada
to like us or to respect us. If it's
respect, we must start exercising

our rights.
says those of us who promote thesefrom the government as an alterna- g
things want to “isolate Alberta” tive, most people do better in the - Link Byfield
and “turn our backs on Canada.” private system. Link Byfield is chairman of the Edmonton-based

L , . Citizens Centre for Freedom and Democracy.
This is false. We don't. But here we bump up against d
“Just Between Us” is a feature service of the

the mo_dern Canad_lan dlle_mma’ Citizens Centre for Freedom and Democracy.
much like we do with medicare, The purpose of the Citizens Centre is to The
employment insurance, regional purpose of the Citizens Centre is to enhance

. . freedom and democracy by enabling ordinary
d_evelopment and fiscal equallza_" citizens to become active and effective on
tion. To start the CPP, Ottawa first important issues outside the normal processes of
invaded a provincial jurisdiction ~ Party politics.
by making promises it couldn’t
possibly keep. To pay for it, the
feds vigorously siphon billions

Take the pension plan. Alberta
has a unilateral right to opt into its
own separate pension plan after
three years’ notice to the federal
government. After negotiations
with Ottawa, a seamless transition
would occur. Pensioners would not
even notice the difference.
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